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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2018-509
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council President Bowman
Date of Introduction: July 24, 2018
Committee(s) of Reference: F
Date of Analysis: July 26, 2018
Type of Action: Appropriation; fiscal year carry-over authorized; designation of oversight agency
Bill Summary: The bill appropriates $1.5 million from the Northwest Jacksonville Economic Development Trust Fund to provide a grant to the Clara White Mission’s White Harvest Farm project. Carry-over of funds to future fiscal years is authorized, and the Office of Economic Development is designated as the City’s oversight agency for the grant.
Background Information: Clara White Mission’s White Harvest Farm project is an effort to provide fresh foods in an area of the city designated as a “food desert”, to provide employment, to encourage good nutrition, and to improve the community by creating a 150-acre farm and farmer’s market in the Northwest are of Jacksonville. The farm will produce fresh food that is sold on-site at the market and is also marketed on-site at various churches after Sunday services. The City grant will support construction of the barn and farmer’s market. This grant would ordinarily have been included in the City’s annual budget ordinance as a line item in the Office of Economic Development’s budget. However, because of the conflict of interest posed by her employment with the Clara White Mission, Council Member Ju’Coby Pittman would have had to abstain from voting on the budget on this item which was funded therein.  It was decided to put the grant appropriation into a separate ordinance from which Ms. Pittman can abstain from voting while voting on the rest of the budget.
Policy Impact Area: Community redevelopment; fresh food availability
Fiscal Impact: The bill appropriates $1.5 million from the Northwest Jacksonville Economic Development Trust Fund
Analyst: Clements
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